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purpose of resuscitating the work which had gone on for 23 years
with the co-operation of all the provinces. The motion was seconded
by Surendranath Bannerji, and supported by Lala Lajpat Rai. There
was only one resolution on the agenda paper, and it was moved by
Gokhale. It declared that the object of the Convention lay chiefly in
the first two articles of the Declaration already signed by the dele-
gates, and in reviving the Congress in accordance with its terms. A
committee was appointed to draft a constitution. It may be men-
tioned in passing that it met at Allahabad in April 1908, settled the
constitution, and passed a set of rules for the conduct and regulation
of Congress meetings. The creed of the Congress so settled was to be
subscribed to unconditionally by every delegate.
Thus ended the first chapter in the history of the Indian National
Congress. On an impartial consideration of all the facts and argu-
ments bearing on the subject, it is impossible to resist the conclusion
that the wreck of the session at Surat was carefully planned and
deliberately carried out. A telegram had been received from the
Extremist headquarters at Calcutta which said, " Blow up, if every-
thing else fails," and every manoeuvre in the game shows how the
mandate was carried out. The Extremists published their version of
the affair shortly after the break-up of the Congress. On a com-
parison of it with the account issued by the officials of the Congress,
the statement published by Gokhale, and the testimony of many
impartial observers, one is sorrowfully led to conclude that the
Extremist manifesto * handles the truth very careless.*
The part that Tilak played at this critical juncture in the history
of the national movement was roundly condemned by a large section
of public opinion, but it was characteristic of the man and in tune
with his stormy political career.
It is true that differences of outlook and methods between the two
parties made an early rupture inevitable. The Extremists had charted
the seas and mapped out the course they were determined to pursue.
The Moderates were equally determined to go along the path they
had trodden with a dogged perseverance for many a year. At tbetr
head, supported by Gokhale and a band of able and loyal adherents,
stood Pherozeshah, with his great skill in the handling of men and
bis unbending will in matters of principle. Such a dreaded opponent